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MARINE FISH PRODUCTION IN INDIA DURING JANUARY TO JUNE 1979* 
The total marine fish production in India (excluding 
Andamans and Lakshadweep) during the half year end-
ing June 1979 was provisionally estimated at 546,876 
tonnes as against 530,056 tonnes recorded during the 
corresponding period in 1978, showing an increase of 
about 17,000 tonnes (3.17%). While the landings in 
West Bengal, Orissa, Pondicherry, Kerala, Karnataka, 
Goa and Maharashtra increased, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu and Gujarat recorded lower landings. The 
monthwise total landings of marine fish in the various 
maritime states of India and the specieswise catch 
details for the first half of 1979 are shown in Tables 1 
and 2. In general, the monthly production during the 
half year showed a decreasing trend from the first 
month, recording the maximum in January and the 
minimum in June. 
Pelagic and demersal groups of fishes 
The pelagic and demersal groups of species contri-
bute to the total landings. The pelagic group consists 
of Chirocentrus, sardines, Hilsa spp , anchovies and 
white baits, other clupeids, Bombay dack, Hemirhamphus 
& Belone, flying fish, ribbon fish, carangids, mackerel, 
seer fish, tunnies, Sphyraena, mullets and Bregmaceros 
spp. The elasmobranchs, eels, cat fishes, lizard fishes, 
perches, red mullets, polynemids, sciaenids, silver bellies, 
Lactarius, pomfrets, soles, prawns, lobsters and cepha-
lopods form the demersal group. The statewise distri-
bution of pelagic and demersal groups of fishes is shown 
in Fig. 1. 
Statewise production 
West Bengal 
The total marine fish production in West Bengal 
increased by about 3,000 tonnes as compared to the 
corresponding period in 1978 (Table 1). While the 
landings of sciaenids, other clupeids, Harpodon nehereus, 
pomfrets, Chirocentrus, Hilsa ilisha and perches showed 
significant increase, Leiognathus and non-penaeid 
prawns recorded poor landings (Table 3). While the 
maximum landings were recorded in the month of 
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Statewise pelagic and demersal catches during 
January to June 1979 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh recorded higher catch of 
pelagic fishes. The demersal fishes are predominantly 
caught in the states of Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. While 
Kerala accounted for the highest catch of pelagic fishes, 
Maharashtra contributed the maximum catch of 
demersal fishes. 
*Prepared by the Fishery Resources Assessment Division. 
Orissa 
An increase of about 6,600 tonnes in the total land-
ings was noticed in Orissa over that of the corresponding 
half year in 1978 (Table 1). The catch of Hilsa ilisha. 
other sardines, elasmobranchs, pomfrets, seer fish, 
Chirocentrus, cat fishes, other clupeids and Leiognathus 
increased substantially. The landings of Anchoviella, 
tunnies, perches and penaeid prawns, however, were 
comparatively poor. The monthwise and specieswise 
landings of marine fish in Orissa during the first half of 
Table 1. Statewise and monthwise total marine fish production in India (excluding Andamans and Lakshadweep) during the 




























































































































1979 is shown in Table 4. The maximum and nTinimum 
landings were recorded in January and June respectively. 
Andhra Pradesh 
The total landings in Andhra Pradesh during the 
first half of 1979 showed a decUne of about 2,000 tonnes 
(Table 1). While the landings of cat fishes, Caranx, 
Leiognathus spp, seer fish, Thrissocles, other clupeids, 
perches, Saurida & Saurus and non-penaeid prawns 
increased significantly, the catch of Anchoviella, other 
sardines, elasmobranchs, eels, other Hilsa and mackerel 
recorded poor landings (Table 5). While the maximum 
landings were recorded in the month of January, the 
minimum were seen in June. 
Tamil Nadu 
A minor decUne of about 700 tonnes in the total 
landings was noticed in Tamil Nadu as compared to the 
half year of 1978 (Table 1). A significant increase in 
the landings of Leiognathus spp, other sardines, Ancho-
viella, sciaenids, mackerel, flying fish, other Hilsa and 
seer fish was noticed. The catch of elasmobranchs, 
perches, ribbon fish, crabs and other crustaceans and 
cat fishes, however, was comparatively poor. Table 
6 shows the details of catch for the half year. While 
the maximum catch was recorded in March 1979, in 
the month of May minimum catch was seen. 
Pondicherry 
The total landings increased by about 900 tonnes 
in Pondicherry as compared to the first half of 1978. 
(Table 1). While the catch of flying fish, perches, 
Leiognathus spp, mackerel, penaeid prawns, Chiro-
centrus and other clupeids increased substantially, 
Anchoviella, other Hilsa, other sardines and sciaenids 
recorded poor catch (Table 7). The maximum land-
ings were recorded in June 1979. The minimum catch 
was recorded in the months of January and March 1979. 
Kerala 
An increase of about 7,600 tonnes was noticed in 
the total landings in Kerala as compared to the corres-
ponding period in 1978 (Table 1). A significant increase 
in the landings of oil sardines, mackerel, perches, Leiog-
nathus spp, tunnies, crabs and other crustaceans was 
noticed. The landings of penaeid prawns, soles, sciaenids, 
ribbon fish, Anchoviella, Chirocentrus, cat fishes, 
elasmobranchs, Saurida & Saurus and cephalopods, 
however, were poor. Table 8 gives the monthwise and 
specieswise estimates of marine fish production in 
Kerala for the half year ending June 1979. While the 
total landings were maximiun in the month of May, the 
same decreased to minimum in June. 
Table 2. Statewise composition of marine fish landings in India (excluding Andamans & Lakshadweep) during 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































In Karnataka, the total landings increased by about 
1,5W) tonnes when compared to the landings recorded 
during the first half of 1978 (Table 1). While the land-
ings of mackerel, other sardines, crabs and other crusta-
ceans, tunnies, Thrissocles spp, other clupeids and ribbon 
fish were comparatively higher, the catch of oil sardine, 
penaeid prawns, pomfrets and elasmobranchs was poor 
(Table 9). The maximum catch was recorded in the 
months of January and March whereas the minimum 
catch was accounted for in June. 
Table 3. Composition of marine fish landings in West Bengal 
during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. Name of Jan. Feb. March April May June Total 
No. Fish 
1. Elasmo-
branchs 22 — — 26 — 14 62 
2. Eels 
3! Cat fishes 88 — — 6 — — 94 
4. Chlro-
centrus 86 30 6 24 24 25 195 
5. a) Oil 
sardine — — — — — — — 
b) Other 
sardines — — — — — — 
c) Hilsa 
ilisha 112 — 6 18 — 54 190 
d) Other 
Hilsa — — — 12 — 20 32 
e) Ancho-
viella — — 8 — — — 8 
f) Thris-
socles 98 6 4 6 12 — 126 
g) Other 
clupeids 150 38 42 34 51 32 347 
6. a) Harpodon 
nehereus 190 36 34 6 32 23 321 
b) SauridaSc 
Saurus —• — — — — — — 
7. Hemir-
hamphus & 
Belone — — — — — — — 
8. Flying fish _ _ _ — _ — _ 
9. Perches 160 — — 18 4 4 186 
10. Red 
mullets — — — — — — — 
ll.Polynemids — — 4 24 8 19 55 
12. Sciaenids 492 32 20 22 24 20 610 
13. Ribbon fish 78 36 16 4 26 15 175 
14. a) Carenx 62 — 4 4 — ^ 70 
b) Chori-
nemus _ _ _ 17 8 18 43 
c) Trachy- -
notus — — — — — — 
d) Other 
carangids — — — — — — — 
e) Cory-
phaena — — — — — — — 
f) Elacate — — _ _ _ — -^ 
15. a) Leiog-
nathus — — 4 — 18 — 22 
b) Gazza — — — — — — •— 
16. Lactarius — — — — — — — 
17. Pomfrets 12 56 48 56 34 81 287 
18. Mackerel — — — — — — — 
19. Seerflsh — — — 24 17 28 69 
20. Tunnies — — — — •— — — 
21. Sphyraena — — — — — — — 
22. Mugil _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — 
23. Breg-
maceros — — — — — — — 
24. Soles _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
25. a) Penaeid 
prawns 68 50 6 — — — 124 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns 80 22 — — — — 102 
c) Lobsters — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
crusta-
ceans — — — — — — — 
26. Cepha-
lopods — — — — — — — 
27. Miscel-
laneous 874 96 48 28 58 34 1,138 
TOTAL 2,572 402 250 329 316 387 4.25"6 
Table 4. Composition of marine fish landings in Orissa during the 
half year ending June 1979 (In tonnes) 
SI. Name of Jan. Feb. March April May June Total 
No. fish 
1. Elasmo-
branchs 286 314 268 179 148 105 1,300 
2. Eels _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
3. Cat fishes 185 196 57 20 41 2 501 
4. Chiro-
centrus 57 102 105 106 120 67 557 
5. a) Oil 
sardine — — — — — — — 
b) Other 
sardines 386 587 170 265 84 2 1,494 
c) Hilsa 
ilisha 2,386 556 124 288 147 122 3,623 
d) Other 
Hilsa 72 94 12 12 62 41 293 
e) Ancho-
viella — 16 — — — — 16 
f) Thris-
socles 44 4 39 — 20 13 120 
g) Other 
clupeids 120 124 37 97 65 54 497 
6. a) Harpodon 
nehereus 70 2 4 6 12 2 96 
b) Saurida & 
Saurus 49 1 — — — — 50 
7. Hemirha-
mphus & 
Belone 25 3 — — — — 28 
8. Flying fish 1 3 — — — 4 
9. Perches 16 1 3 18 — 1 39 
10. Red 
mullets — — — — — — — 
ll.Polynemids 38 78 20 24 44 38 242 
12. Sciaenids 44 17 102 50 22 46 281 
13. Ribbon fish 26 8 31 54 33 24 176 
14. a) Caranx 10 169 8 14 — 15 216 
b) Chori-
nemus 56 79 22 35 48 20 260 
c) Trachy-
notus — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
carangids — _ __ — — — — 
e) Cory-
phaena — — — — — — — 
f) Elacate _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
15. a) Lelog-
nathus 16 25 332 53 34 36 496 
b) Gazza — — — — — — — 
16. Lactarius — — — — — — — 
17. Pomfrets 290 233 147 218 186 120 1,194 
18. Mackerel 3 8 154 — — — 165 
19. Seerflsh 46 187 187 105 101 64 690 
20. Tunnies 10 8 — — — — 18 
21. Sphyraena — 2 — — — — 2 
22. Mugil 22 — — — — — 22 
23. Breg-
maceros — — — — — — — 
24. Soles _ _ _ _ 8 — 8 
25. a) Penaeid 
prawns 28 — — 12 1 28 69 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns 30 — 2 — — — 32 
c) Lobsters — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
crusta-
ceans — — — — 2 2 4 
26. Cepha-
lopods 1 — — — — — 1 
27. Miscel-
laneous 559 76 68 118 72 63 956 
TOTAL 4,876 2,893 1,892 1,674 1.250 865 13,450 
Table 5. Composition of marine fish landings in Andhra Pradesh 
during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. Name of Janu. 
No. fish 
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511 109 193 
53 20 U 
173 60 72 
57 126 26 





















































































19 14 27 
45 44 54 




























































Table 6. Composition of marine fish landings in Tamil Nadu 
during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 




2. Eels 55 
3. Cat fishes 394 
4. Chiro-
centrus 376 
5. a) Oil 
sardine 71 
b) Other 
sardines 4,401 2,549 3,759 2,539 2,120 1,859 17,227 
(c) Hilsa 
817 1,803 1,541 
7 4 5 





































8. Flying fish — 
9. Perches 342 
10. Red 
mullets 149 
11. Polynemids 85 
459 650 675 
279 1,539 1,108 















































































13. Ribbon fish 58 









f) Elacate 37 
15. a) Leiog-



















b) Gazza 33 70 22 
16. Lactarius 135 2 42 
17. Pomfrets 63 40 12 
18. Mackerel 313 148 464 
19. Seer fish 956 151 294 
20. Tunnies 15 11 16 
21. Sphyraena 246 158 52 
22. Mugil 13 22 28 
23. Breg-
maceros — — — — 
24. Soles 130 218 152 220 
25. a) Penaeid 
prawns 819 793 680 1.492 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns 33 16 2 
c) Lobsters 47 32 38 
d) Other crust-
aceans 252 262 294 
26. Cepha-
lopods 92 109 90 
27. Miscel-














































TOTAL 11,110 6,839 9.357 7.584 3.452 2.507 40.849 TOTAL 19,274 19.041 23,899 16.348 14.529 19.153 1,12.244 
Table 7. Composition of marine fish landings in Pondicherry 
during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. Name of Janu. Feb. March April May June Total 
No. fish 
1. Elasmo-
branchs 2 20 5 25 11 34 97 
2. Eels — 20 — 46 — 4 70 
3. Cat fishes — 3 — 11 — 13 27 
4. Chiro-
centrus 2 8 8 6 9 62 95 
5. a) Oil 
sardine — — — — — — — 
b) Other 
sardines 119 114 17 24 107 134 515 
c) Hilsa 
ilisha — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
Hilsa 1 1 2 — — — 4 
e) Ancho-
viella — 32 10 30 2 7 81 
f) Thris-
sodes 7 26 47 24 43 65 212 
g) Other 
clupeids 5 24 20 17 55 18 139 
6. a) Harpodon 
nehereus — — — — — — — 
b) Saurida& 
Saurus 3 2 1 35 3 56 100 
7. Hemir-
hamphus & 
Belone — — — — — — — 
8. Flying fish _ — — _ — 495 495 
9. Perches 6 54 14 98 27 134 333 
10. Red 
mullets 1 i 3 48 15 26 94 
11. Polynemids — — — — — — — 
12. Sciaenids 7 19 11 14 9 29 89 
13. Ribbon 
fish 15 5 8 8 — 11 47 
14. a) Caranx 2 6 5 19 30 3 65 
b) Chori-
nemus — — 1 — — - 2 3 
c) Trachy-
notus — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
carangids — — — — — — — 
e) Cory-
phaena — — — 2 — — 2 
f) Elacate — _ _ _ _ _ _ 
15. a) Leiog-
nathus 12 49 7 48 31 89 236 
b) Gazza — — — — — — — 
16. Lactarius — 1 — — 3 1 5 
17. Pomfrets 2 — — 10 — — 12 
18. Mackerel 4 134 25 42 22 — 227 
19. Seer fish 3 1 — 2 8 39 53 
20. Tunnies _ _ _ _ _ i i 
21. Sphyraena — — 1 1 7 — 9 
22. Mugil _ 4 _ 9 _ 5 18 
23. Breg-
maceros — — — — — — — 
24. Soles 2 8 5 14 22 27 78 
25. a) Penaeid 
prawns 7 51 6 60 37 59 220 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns — — — 27 — 29 56 
c) Other crus-
taceans 4 1 5 3 31 28 72 
26. Cepha-
lopods — — 1 15 — 4 20 
27. Miscel-
laneous 10 37 12 72 37 47 215 
TOTAL 214 62r 214 710 509 1,422 3,690 
Table 8. Composition of marine fish landings in Kerala during the 
half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. Name of Janu. Feb. March April May June Total 
No. fish 
1. Elamo-
branchs 633 402 542 255 847 175 2,854 
2. Eels 1 _ _ 2 — — 3 
3. Cat fishes 210 114 194 1,332 1,766 468 4,084 
4. Chiro-
centrus 22 115 30 381 102 — 650 
5. a) Oil 
sardine 10,341 9,530 7,221 2,168 6,737 1,679 37,676 
b) Other 
sardines 188 774 322 1,314 1,410 9 4,017 
c) Hilsa 
ilisha — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
Hilsa — 1 — 15 18 — 34 
e) Ancho-
viella 34 338 1,776 551 410 568 3,677 
f) Thris-
socles 89 12 41 214 45 33 434 
g) Other 
clupeids 16 31 5 202 103 11 368 
6. a) Harpodon 
nehereus — -— 1 — — — 1 
b) SauridaA 
Saurus 51 48 13 142 686 184 1,124 
7. Hemir-
hamphus & 
Belone 11 107 7 16 3 _ 144 
8. Flying fish — — — — — — — 
9. Perches 1,477 171 153 279 227 25 2,332 
10. Red 
mullets — 21 105 — — — 126 
11. Polynemids 1 _ 24 — 1 — 26 
12. Sciaenids 632 361 433 494 638 271 2,829 
13. Ribbon fish 35 32 19 189 101 2,247 2,623 
14. a) Caranx 447 572 200 527 461 83 2,290 
b) Chori-
nemus 3 21 4 I 15 — 44 
c) Trachy-
notus — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
carangids — — — — — — — 
e) Cory-
phaena — 10 31 5 2 — 48 
f) Elacate — 1 16 1 5 — 2 3 
15. a) Leiog-
nathus 231 449 146 745 422 63 2,056 
b) Gazza — — — __ _ — — 
\6. Lactarius 1 — 1 1 61 79 143 
17. Pomfrets 95 156 255 45 216 7 774 
18. Mackerel 1,472 2,361 3,017 4,902 4,759 192 16,703 
19. Seer fish 542 398 95 62 95 17 1,209 
20. Tunnies 322 208 537 2,527 7,374 441 11,409 
2\. Sphyraena 61 30 38 60 74 7 276 
22. Mugil 1 1 28 — — — 30 
23. Breg-
maceros — — — — — — — 
24. Soles 398 184 493 353 258 81 1,767 
25(a) Penaeid 
prawns 1,274 971 4,580 1,665 2,741 1,437 12,668 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns — 9 7 8 — — 24 
c) Lobsters 7 2 1 — 1 — 11 
d) Other 
cmsts— 
ceans 974 565 558 783 239 79 3,198 
26. Cepha-
lopods 68 41 31 36 81 29 286 
27. Miscel-
laneous 725 655 1,920 1,632 1,383 222 6,537 
TOTAL 20,368 18,691 22,844 20,907 31,281 8,407 122,498 
Table 9. Composition of marine fish landings in Karnataka during 
the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
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18. Mackerel 3,699 


































































































































































































































































Table 10. Composition of marine fish landings in Goa during the 
half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. Name of Janu. Feb. March April May June Total 
No. fish 
1. Elasmo-
branchs 138 77 133 144 42 — 534 
2. Eels _ _ _ _ 4 _ 4 
3. Cat fishes 72 54 141 158 13 3 441 
4. Chiro-
centrus 25 5 7 21 — — 58 
5. a) Oil 
sardine 36 19 AM 113 13 — 658 
b) Other 
sardines 145 92 186 62 — — 485 
c) Hilsa 
ilisha — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
Hilsa _ _ — 14 — — 14 
e) Ancho-
vielta — — — — — — — 
f) Thris-
socles 475 104 120 58 58 — 815 
g) Other 
clupeids 120 25 109 9 26 — 289 
6. a) Harpodon 
nehereus — — — — — — — 
b) Saurida & 
Saurus 1 5 88 2 — — 96 
7. Hemir-
hamphus & 
Belone 2 — — 9 — — 11 
8. Flying fish 1 — — — — — 1 
9. Perches 24 25 128 2 2 — 181 
10. Red 
mullets — — — — — — — 
11. Poly-
nemids — — — — — — — 
12. Sciaenids 254 133 190 133 49 6 765 
13. Ribbon 
fish 27 37 176 145 69 — 454 
14. a) Caranx 295 116 132 40 54 3 640 
b) Chori-
nemus 3 — 33 9 4 — 49 
c) Trachy-
notus — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
carangids — — — — — — — 
e) Cory-
phaena — — — — — — — 
f) Elacate — 1 _ _ _ _ 1 
15. a) Leiog-
nathus 127 101 195 94 65 1 583 
b) Gazza — — — — — — — 
\6. Lactarius 35 22 23 55 11 — 146 
17. Pomfrets 29 16 12 U 3 — 74 
18. Mackerel 137 29 39 — — — 205 
19. Seer fish 173 52 64 6 — — 295 
20. Tunnies 3 2 — — — — 5 
21. Sphyraena — — 7 _ — _ 7 
11. Mugil 1 1 — — — 3 5 
23. Bregmaceros — — — — — — — 
24. Soles 53 28 35 76 43 — 235 
25. a) Penaeid 
prawns 128 99 357 518 166 8 1,276 
b) Non-
penaeid 
prawns 55 — — — — — 55 
c) Lobsters — — — — — — — 
d) Other 
cnists," 
ceans 18 114 478 142 69 3 824 
26. Cepha-
lopods 37 21 13 23 12 — 106 
27. Miscel-
laneous 74 59 103 64 14 10 324 
TOTAL 2,488 1,297 3,186 1,911 717 37 9,636 
Table 11. Composition of marine fish landings in Maharashtra 
during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) Table 12. Composition of marine fish landings in Gujarat during the half year ending June 1979 (in tonnes) 
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24,668 23,254 19,130 25,426 22,609 2,589 117,676 
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The total landings in Goa showed an increase of 
about 4,000 tonnes (Table 1). The landings of elasmo-
branchs, penaeid prawns, crabs and other crustaceans, 
Leiognathus spp, sciaenids, Caranx, ribbon fish, oil 
sardine and other clupeids increased substantially. The 
catch of other sardines, Saurida & Saurus, perches and 
Lactarius, however, was poor. Table 10 gives the details 
of catch. While the maximum landings were recorded 
in the month of March, the minimum were observed 
in June. 
Maharashtra 
The total catch in Maharashtra increased by about 
15,600 tonnes as compared to the corresponding half 
year ending June 1978 (Table 1). While the landings 
of penaeid prawns, non penaeid prawns, sciaenids, 
Harpodon nehereus, ribbon fish, Caranx, pomfrets, 
mackerel, other clupeids and elasmobranchs, showed 
substantial increase, the catch of cat fishes, perches, eels, 
Chirocentrus, Hilsa ilisha, cephalopods and soles was 
comparatively poor. The catch details are shown in 
Table 11. The maximum catch was noticed in April 
1979 and the minimum in June 1979. 
Gujarat 
A decline of about 19,000 tonnes in the total land-
ings was noticed in Gujarat in comparison to the first 
half of 1978 (Table 1). The catch of Harpodon nehereus, 
penaeid prawns and cephalopods showed significant 
increase. But the landings of many varieties of fishes 
such as elasmobranchs, sciaenids, perches, ribbon fish, 
Lactarius, pomfrets, other Hilsa and other clupeids were 
significantly lower (Table 12). The maximum and 
minimum catch was recorded in the months of January 
and June respectively. 
